Phone: 904-249-2266

OCEAN BEACHES

Web Site: www.legionpost129.org

American Legion Post 129

: Post129@comcast.net

Upcoming Events

e Jan5

e Jané
7:00 E-board meeting
7:00 Auxiliary meeting

7:30 General meeting

e Jan8
5:30 Early Bird dinner

e Jan I2
7:00 40&8 & Cabane meeting

e Jan I8

e Jan 19
7:00 Planning Board meeting

e Jan22
7:00 Monte Carlo Night

e Jan 26
6:30 SAL meeting

7:00 House committee mtng

5:30 Donations committee mtng
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Commander’s Corner byieengraham

As we start the New Year
2011, I'd like to wish all a
Happy and Prosperous New
Year. 2010 was a pretty good
year for the Post and I hope
2011 is even better! Thanks to
the 2010-2011 Legion Officers,
Jerry Brandt, 5th District
Commander, Candace Mabry,
the Auxiliary President and
Tom Dawson, the S.A.L.. Com-
mander for making a cohesive
team to get things done during
the year. Our Christmas Din-
ner baskets for the less fortu-
nate in the Beaches area was
a success — the food barrel
once again was full as it was
for Thanksgiving. I'd like to
give a special thanks to the
Gator Club for donating about
a half a pickup truck full of
canned and non-perishable
foods. The “Toys for Tots” bar-
rel was just about full too — I

hope we helped make some
families and Tots a better
Christmas. Thanks to Harry
Becker for coordinating the
Toy program for the Marine
Reserves here at the Post.

Dues - As you know, those of
us drawing Social Security
will not be getting a Cost of
Living Allowance (COLA)
again this year, but Dues for
2011 are now overdue and
we are far behind in our
membership renewal per-
centage goal so we need to
catch up quickly. Remember
no current membership card
—no food or drink from the
canteen!

Legion Constitution and
Bylaws - At our first meet-
ing of the year, we will be
voting to approve/disapprove
(continued on page 3)

Softball Season 2010 by Marsha Clifton

Legion Softball - Well we
made a much better show-
ing this Summer-Fall sea-
son than in the previous
ones! We won a few games !

A poem written by Marsha ten

Clifton, our Coach’s wife
and “Team Mother” pretty
well describes the last sea-
son! Thank You Marsha

Softball Season 2010,
Post 129

American Legion softball
season
It was fall of two thousand

Expectations were low, as
history had shown
A game we had yet to win.

and practice began

But the start of the season
was dim

Despite their hard work, the
first two games

Still didn't produce a win

Optimistic, this group set
their sites on game three
And positive results were
seen

The team came together

(continued page 3)
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AuXiliary NeWS by Candace Mabry, Auxiliary President :  7

Happy New Year, even though the
Auxiliary year is half over! We've ac-
complished so much but still have so
much more to do. We had a wonderful
dinner and visit from our Department
President, Irma Wehrli and Mary Kelly
-Perkins, National Executive Commit-
teewoman. I would like to send out
kudos to Danny and Terry for creating
and serving a delicious dinner. Also
thanks to Wanda, our 5th District Presi-
dent for being tour guide and I hope
your hearing has returned. The Laying
of the Wreath ceremony was frigidly
cold, but so worth the experience.
Thanks to everyone that participated
and bought from the “Giving Tree” and
the New Years Eve Raffle basket. It
was a great success as was our Christ-
mas Party. Thanks to Santa and Mrs.
Claus and everyone that volunteered to

make this annual event so special
each and every year. Marie and Mary
Ellen were the elves that kept every-
thing organized.

Girls State is kicking off so ladies get
ready to answer the call if Marie or
Pat needs any assistance. Also all you
cooks out there talk to Shannon about
doing some dinners for the Auxiliary.

Early Bird dinner is January 8th, so
everyone that renewed your member-
ship prior to November 11 is welcome
to come to the canteen and enjoy a
free dinner. See the bulletin for de-
tails. On that same day, the Auxiliary
has organized a “gold” party. So bring
your old or no longer wanted gold jew-
elry to the Auxiliary office starting at
3:00 p.m. and it will be weighed and
you will paid what it is worth. There

is no pressure, so if you don’t like what
is offered, then just keep it! Not only
will you get full value for your gold, but
your Auxiliary will get 10%! Member-
ship is up again, Kelly announced we
are at 70%. For those that have not
renewed, please do so, we are counting
on you to make our goal of 100% again
this year. Don’t forget the bartenders
starting January 1st will be checking
your membership card in order to be
served.

NeWS from the Galley by Danny Rodriguez, 2nd Vice

I would like to again thank everyone who
has volunteered to do dinners in the gal-
ley this past month and looking forward
to seeing more of you volunteering for
this upcoming month. I would like to
thank Terry, for the outstanding meals
such as our Thanksgiving dinner. We
served 108 meals and allot of positive
feedback from it. We also did the Depart-
ment dinner again this year, and I was
told that it rated in the top 6 if not the
top 3 dinners in the state. For those who
could not make it we had a beautiful

fish dinner served by the young men and
ladies of the Air Force ROTC unit. They

did an excellent job and the next day did
an outstanding job presenting the colors

at the 5th district meeting

I would also like to thank JD and his
crew for the oyster Mondays that they
have done. These happen on Trivia
night so you need to watch the calendar
and bulletin board. The Early Bird
dinner will be on January the 8=

We are looking for some new and fresh
ideas for dinner so if you have one let me
or Terry know and if you want to do a din-
ner please I will do all that I can to assist
you. By the way Terry’s menu is still on
the web site and he had mentioned to me
that in January there could be some
changes so keep an eye out. As we all know
Terry puts out some great food at a price
you won’t find just anywhere. So come on
down and support YOUR post.

Officers for 2010—2011

Commander. ......... Lee Ingraham
1st Vice....oeuneneen. Norm Sullivan
2nd Vice............... Danny Rodriguez
3rd Vice Don Grzena

4th Vice Terry Stickles
SAA....ciiiire, Mike Barker
Adjutant............... Candace Kelly
Judge Advocate...... Bob Wilson
Finance................ Bob Schlatter
Chaplin................ Robert Schmitt

Service Officer....... Walt Fanton

E-Board Members House Committee

James Smith William Wilson
Joseph Newberry Frank Redmond
Sterling Phaklides Rich Hansberg
David Jordan Marie Esler (Aux)
Taylor Barker Tom Dawson (SAL)
Russ Rhodes
Danny Henderson

Auxiliary President,
Candace Mabry

Commander S.A.L.,
Tom Dawson

Chef De Gare 40 & 8,
Kevin McCallon

La Presidente, Cabane 215,
Annie Anderson
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Commander’s corner continued

the Post’s updated bylaws — the
new bylaws have been posted in
the Legion section of the Bulletin
Board since October 30, 2010 for
members review. The primary
changes to the bylaws include add-
ing the Donation Committee, the
American Legion Riders Chapter
129 and just making the bylaws
politically correct.

Kitchen - The Galley is going full
swing! Danny and Terry have been
superb in providing lunches and
dinners on a continuing regular
basis. I have not heard one com-
plaint about portions, temperature
or quality of the food coming out
the Galley Door! We hosted the
Florida Department Commander,

the Department Auxiliary Presi-
dent and the Florida 5th District
Staff for a dinner on December 4th
(in conjunction with their visit to
the area for Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day.) All were pleased as
punch with the Dinner and the ser-
vice provided by the Sandalwood
High School AFJROTC. BZ to all
involved in preparing and serving
that dinner. Another Up check for
the Post!

Softball — Our Legion softball
team made definite improvements
during the late Summer — early
Fall season. Although we didn’t
win the League, the other Legion
Teams knew we were there this
season! Thanks to Wayne Clifton,

the Athletic Committee Chairman
and Coach, Marsha Clifton, the
Team Mother, Don Sherwood, the
Scorekeeper and, of course, the
fans that supported the team
throughout that season. We are
looking to Spring for even a better
season. See “For the Good of the
Legion” column for more Softball
info! Below. Not pictured: Jerry
Brandt, Candace Mabry, Tom
Dawson & Mike Smith.

American Legion Riders by Jeff Durden

Words of Wisdom

At the meeting on November 4th
2010, the general membership voted
to start an American Legion Riders
at the Post 129. Work is on the way
to write the by-laws to be approved
by Department.

We will have our first meeting on
January 22, 2011 at 1000 hrs at
Post 129. All interested in helping
ALR 129 to succeed, please come to
our first meeting. We will be looking

over the by-laws and voting on the
officers, dues, meeting day, etc.

If you have any questions please
give me a call, (904)242-8844. Until
then, Ride Safe

I asked God for a bike, but I know God
doesn’t work that way. So I stole a bike
and asked for forgiveness.

A bank is a place that will lend you
money, if you can prove that you don’t
need it.

Evening news is where they begin with
“Good Evening,” and then proceed to
tell you why it isn’t.

Softball Season 2010

continued from page 1

All their hard work had finally paid off
At last, a win for the team!

Cell phones were ringing all over town
The celebration was on!

Excitement was high, the message was
out

129 had won!!!

Game four was approaching, could this
be a fluke?

Recruiting paid off - another game won-

We're really starting to grow!

The season rolled on, and it really
seemed

That history might be repeating

The next three games we went down in
defeat

Our team was taking a beating!

We were facing the team with the best
record of all

But they weren't ready for fate

Last game of the season - we beat our
opponents

A whopping 29-8!

The season is over, the banquet was
held

The teams were gathered there eating
We were given a trophy, a first for the
team

Not for winning, but just for compet-
ing!
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Canteen Update

by Brandi Roberts

Hello from your Canteen Staff,

The New Year is here and we are
working on many exciting projects
and events for this year! First off in
January we will be having a Monte
Carlo Night on January 22nd to
raise funds to go towards our can-
teen remodel. This is always a fun
filled night and the prize donations
are already coming in so mark your
calendar it is an event you will not
want to miss. On January 23 we
will be having our annual chili cook
off. Please have entries to the post
by 1lam for judging. Prizes will be
awarded to our top finalists; the
chili will be available for everyone

to try after the judges have made
their choices. Proceeds from this
event will also be going towards our
canteen remodel. Also on January
29th we will be filming up at the
post and we need you to come up
and tell us your American Legion
story on camera. We want to show
those who do not know what we are
all about what we do and why we do
it. Also on January 29th we would
like to get a group picture. Please
be at the post by 3pm to be a part of
this. The biggest project that we
will be taking on in the beginning
part of the year is a remodel of the
bar area. We will be taking the can-
opy down and replacing all the TV’s

with new flat screens TV’s. We
have been raising funds for this
through December with our Oys-
ter nights, and our events in
January will be going towards
this but we will still need help
from you our wonderful members
for construction as well as dona-
tions to purchase the new TV’s.
Another project that we are try-
ing to (continued on page 6)

ASK Ethel

Dear Ethel: Have you noticed
that, at our New Year’s Eve par-
ties, some people get absent-
minded? Sometimes they misplace
their car.---Member Observer

Dear Observer: No, but it would

be even more confusing if they for-
get where the exit is or , worse yet,
the rest room.

Dear Ethel: Ijust received a letter
from a guy I served with in the
army. He said he was determined to
carry out his New Year’s
“revolutions.” I believe he mean’t to
write “resolutions.” What do you
think? He’s coming to visit me after
many years..---Uncertain Ex-trooper

Dear Ex-trooper: When he arrives,
give him a welcoming bear hug and
see if you feel any hidden artillery.

If you have any questions for the
“Ask Ethel” column, she would ap-
preciate your input. Send the ques-
tions to Ethel at:
triplejj@comcast.net

Cabane 215 News

by Annie Anderson, Cabane President

Hello January, I hope that every-
one had a beautiful Holliday. I
want to thank all the Dames and
Voyageurs that came and enjoyed
our Christmas Party and the gift
exchange... We had a great turn-
out, the food and the service was
excellent. Merci to Parsons Restau-
rant and merci to our server Cindy.

Remember Jan 13 to 16 is our Mid-
Winter Cheminot in Coral Springs,
FL. Our next Rendezvous should be
on Thursday January 13tk 2011,
but it might have to be moved to
Wednesday January 12th 2011. The
Cheminot Petite starts on the 13th,
I will let everyone know by phone
or e-mail. Merci
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Legion Lore

by Jack Hardebeck

3 )

=
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Thank you!!

While our current Christmas was
underway, I thought about a Christ-
mas past. It was the one I spent in
the Nay right after World War II. I
was stationed in Norfolk and had
duty, so I couldn’t go home. How-
ever, I did have some time off and
went to a nearby USO. There, I saw
a bunch of sailors similarly home-
sick but too proud to admit it. After
shooting some pool and reading
some magazines, [ was sitting on a
couch like an oyster on the half-
shell, feeling sorry for myself. A vol-
unteer staffer said to me and an-
other swabbie on the sofa, “Would
you men like to go to somebody’s’
house for Christmas dinner?” We
both practically fell off the couch in
surprise and thankfulness.

The hosts were an elderly couple
whose sons were still overseas in
our Armed Forces. Their parents
were wonderful people who treated
us like royalty, serving us a sump-
tuous dinner with all the trim-
mings. The only hitch was when
the woman came through the
swinging door from the kitchen
bearing dessert: a plum pudding
aflame with cognac (booze). Not
having ever seen food set on fire on
purpose, I jumped up to rescue her
from being burned. I had to be re-
strained. Hey, what did I know? I'd
led a sheltered life.

Anyway, God bless the USO and
kind folks like our hosts.

We would like to express our
sincere appreciation to the Le-
gion Family for their many con-
dolences over the past three
years and especially for the re-
cent celebration of life for Kim
White. The ceremony by Chap-
lin Marie Esler, Candace
McKenzie and the Ladies Auxil-
The atten-
dance was overwhelming and a
big thanks to all who helped
and especially Candace for the

iary was excellent.

pictures.

Nancy Aston & Family

Man in Uniform

(Guess who this person is)

Who is the Post 129 member on the
right? (answer in next months
newsletter) .

This individual was in the U.S. Mili-
tary. Most of you will know him as
he was very active in your younger
days. You probably read his
monthly newsletter when you were

Young. Super guy.

If you are the first one to identify
the person in uniform and notify
Post Commander Lee Ingraham he
might buy you a drink.

Last month’s Woman in Uniform
was Nikki Smith.

Editor’s comments

by Sterling L. Phaklides

Another great “Comedy Night” planned
for Saturday night February 5th. The
opening act is Gid Pool, a stand up co-
median, keynote speaker, corporate
entertainer, who brings a bumper crop
of hilarity from his life experience and
slanted look at the world. In addition
to comedy clubs, he specializes in cor-
porate and civic club events, and is the
perfect key note speaker.

The feature comedian is Mike Weldon.
He admits to have started in Texas.

His repertoire of characterizations in-
cludes the famous as well as the infa-
mous. Any comedian worth his shtick
can do Presidents of the United States,
but Mike out does them all when he
puts on the “Presidential Card Game”.
Going to a Mike Weldon show is like,
having your own demented guide into
the world where everything does not
need to be taken so seriously.

Don’t miss this one. If you have been
to other comedy nights you know you
will have a great time.

See you there.



http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefPYGhZNgyAAJIujzbkF/SIG=12vdcjt9h/EXP=1293380696/**http%3a/www.brokencountry.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/alfred-e-newman.jpg
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40 & 8 News by Kevin McCallon, Chef De Gare

Voyageurs, you have only a few weeks to pay your dues for 2010 to avoid a lapsed membership. Once you
lapse, your years of membership starts at 1 again. We have been collecting 2011 dues since July. If you do
not have a 2011 membership card then you need get your dues up to date as soon as you can. If you have
paid your 2011 dues and your card has not arrived in the mail yet, we are in the process of catching up
now.

Job well done Jerry Brandt, Danny Rodriguez, Cathy ,Patty Kapagian Chris Mccallon , for a job well done
on the honor guard prime rib/ pork loin dinner. We need pictures of members while they were young.

Our next promenade will be held on Wednesday January 12, 2011, 6:00 pm to accommodate the petite
promenade on the 14, 15, 16 of Jan. All ritual team members will muster to assemble the wreck equip-
ment to ensure all parts and uniforms are ready for the ceremony. I had a great time at Parson’s Seafood
Restaurant for the Cabane dinner and I hope that everyone else did also. Our next 40/8 dinner will be the
26 of February in Fernandina.

Upcoming events: January 14 15 16 the petite promenade Ft. Lauderdale; February 11&12 Emerald coast
regional wreck V-1571 Pensacola; April 1&2 Madame la president national Patricia Jones Crown Plaza
Tampa Westshore-89.00 per night; May 21 Grand Chef de Gare John Kaiserian,La Grand Presidente
Marie Pink citrus hills lodge

65.00 per night 350 E.Norville Bryant highway Hernando F1. 34442

New Members

September 2010: Gary Lyon, USN Gulf; Jessica McDonald, USAF, Gulf; David Champaign, USN, Viet-
nam; Daniel Leary, USN, Vietnam; Kenneth Miller, USA, WWII;

October 2010: Alisha Evans, USA, Gulf: Michael J. Hersman, USA, Vietman: James P. Kolb, USN,
Gulf, Active duty: Don Caudle, USN, Vietnam:

November 2010: Franklin L. Abbott, USN, Vietnam; Robert M Culbertson, USA, Vietnam; Bryce
Kreischer, USN, Gulf; Joseph E. Lee, USMC, Gulf; Harry Maxwell Jr, USN, Vietnam; Peter J. Riebesehl,
USA, WWII; Michael Smith, USAF, Gulf:

The Girl’s Monthly Blrthday Luncheon will beon Monday February 7th. Luncheon

location to be determined. We will meet at the Post at Noon. Please contact me with then names of anyone that
has a birthday in February. Let’s help them celebrate their special day. I need those birthday names. Need
them for March and April also. Thanks

Nancy Aston 242-0544

Canteen ....continued form page 4

complete by the end of February is to have our pool tables redone so that we can start our pool tournaments. If you
would like to donate towards either of these projects please see Brandi. Another big change this year is that we have
brought in the Florida Lotto! We are excited by this and hope you are too. If you play the Lotto please consider buying
your tickets here. When you buy or cash in a lotto ticket the vender that you use gets a percentage, wouldn’t you
rather have your American Legion get that money then someone you don’t know? We know there is a lot going on at
our Post and in an effort to keep everyone informed of all the great events, meals, activities, and specials we have
started a weekly email. If you would like to be added to the list please sign up on the bulletin board.As always we
would like to thank all the members that help out around the canteen there are too many of you to name but we hope
that you know how thankful we are for your help. This canteen could not run without you! We are continuing to bring
new and exciting events to the post! If you have any ideas or would like to get involved please let us know. We can
always use your help!

Let us know your needs, expectations, and hopes. We hope to serve you soon!
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Service Officer comments by walt Fanton

WARNING FOR VETERANS, PLEASE READ

Forwarded by Kevin Secor, VSO Liaison, Office of the Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs
organization called Veterans Affairs Services (VAS) is providing benefit and general information on VA and
gathering personal information on veterans. This organization is not affiliated with VA in any way.
http://www.vaservices.org/us/index.html. VAS may be gaining access to military personnel through their
close resemblance to the VA name and seal. Our Legal Counsel has requested that we coordinate with DoD
to inform military installations, particularly mobilization sites, of this group and their lack of affiliation or
endorsement by VA to provide any services. In addition, GC requests that if you have any examples of VAS
acts that violate chapter 59 of Title 38 United States Code, such as VAS employees assisting veterans in
the preparation and presentation of claims for benefits, please pass any additional information to Mr.
Daugherty at the address below.

Michael G. Daugherty ,Staff Attorney ,Department of Veterans Affairs ,Office of General Counsel (022G2)
810 Vermont Avenue, NW ,Washington, DC 20420

The following is a list of Florida’s Veterans’ Homes:
Robert H. Jenkins Jr. Veterans’ Domiciliary Home

(Columbia County)

Lake City (386) 758-0600 Emory L. Bennett State Veterans’ Nursing Home
(Volusia County)

Daytona Beach (386) 274-3460 Baldomero Lopez State Veterans’ Nursing Home
(Pasco County)

Land O’ Lakes (813) 558-5000 Alexander Nininger State Veterans’ Nursing Home
(Broward County)

Pembroke Pines (954) 985-4824 Clifford C. Sims State Veterans’ Nursing Home
(Bay County)

Springfield (850) 747-5401 Douglas T. Jacobson State Veterans’ Nursing Home
(Charlotte County)

Port Charlotte (941) 613-0919 Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans’ Nursing Home
(St. Johns County)

St. Augustine (904) 940-2193

Starting in February there will be a group of Veteran's Employment Representatives setting up at the post
to assist veterans and their spouses who are seeking employment and or training. I will post the dates
as soon as I have them.

If anyone has questions about VA matters I can be reached at (904) 994 2564.




The
American
Legion

1151 S. Fourth St.
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

POST
129

Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Jacksonville, FL.
Permit No. 3394

If you would like to become a Post 129 booster, please contact the Finance Officer. The dates below are booster
expiration dates. Levels of booster sponsorship; Diamond $100+, Platinum $100, Gold $50, Silver $25, Bronze $10.

BOOSTER LIST

Diamond Level, $100+
Jim Smith

Bob Schlatter

Dave & Pat

Terry & Tracey Stickles
Gary & Marie Esler
Clyde & Nancy Aston
Genell Kriner

William Walker

Fred St Clair

In memory of Joyce Weiss

Platinum Level, $100
Barbara & Phil Milazo (1/11)

In memory of Cindy Burroughs 3/11
Carl Morrison (8/11)

In memory of Earl Parker

Gold Level, $50

Bruce & Wilma Corbitt (3/11)

In memory of Barbara Thomas (8/11)
James Stinekraus (8/11)

Sterling & Linda Phaklides (5/11)
Sonny & Suzanne Sternberg (10/11)

Silver Level, $25

Al & Ginny Terrell (8/11)

In memory of Brad & Gerry Terrell (8/11)
Sara & Lee Gauvin (10/10)

Jack & Ethel (11/11)

Bob & Pat Deptula (8/11)

Sam Kalasdian (8/11)

Thomas & Townsend (2/11)
John & Sandy Seroyer 4/11)

In memory of USS Stark (5/11)
In memory of Dean Ramon Esler (6/11)
P-Nut & Liz Wilson (11/11)

Bill & Fanny Bivens (8/11)

Bill & Mabel Videll (12/10)
Nick Patrizio (4/12)

Frank & Marge Redmond (8/11)
J.J. & Helen (12/11)

Bronze Level, $10

Caroline Whelpley (5/11)

Ed Zazzarino (10/10)

Frank Brown (7/11)

George Layton (3/11)

In memory of Earl Parker (6/11)

In memory of Edwina Maccangno (4/11)
In memory of Jack W. Cox (2/11)

In memory of Sean Seroyer (3/11)

In memory of Dottie Smith (7/11)

In memory of George Rivers (5/11

In memory of Skip Hilliker (10/12)
Charlie & Betty Parker (7/11)

In memory of John Kapeghian (6/11)
In memory of Jim Reed (12/11)

Martha & Roy Hauge (7/13)

Joe & Pat Cornell (2/11)

John & Patty Kapeghian (3/11)
J.D. Kapeghian (3/11)

Scott & Christy Kapeghian (3/11)
Noah Kapeghian (3/11)

Larry Garner (1/12)

Louise Braren (6/12)

Maddy Chitko (2/11)

Pearse & Sally Doherty (2/11)
Percy & Beverly Shadwell (11/10)
Richard & Jo Ann Scoggins (4/11)
Richard & Katy (5/11)

Robert Gomez (1/16)

Robert Schmitt (5/11)

Roy L. & Martha Lewis (4/11)
Russell & Mary Lou Jones (9/11)
Shorty Heiman (11/11)

Steve & Misty (11/10)

Towney Kennard (11/11)
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