Phone: 904-249-2266

OCEAN BEACHES Web Site: www.post129.org

American Legion Post 129

Upcoming Events

July 1
6:00 p.m. Planning Board
7:00 p.m. House Committee

July 4
Independence Day!
5:30-10 p.m. ALR Bike Night

July 9
6 p.m. Cabane Meeting

July 11
10 a.m. to Noon Open House
Pancake breakfast

July 12
1 p.m. Installation of Officers

July 2015

Commander’s Corner by Danny Rodriguez

Well, family, this is my last input for the newsletter. I wanted to
leave you with this. It is what the Post and the Legion should
stand for.

VETERANS CREED

I have seen and done things that man will not understand.
I am a warrior and member of a team spanning the world.
I have served my country proudly and now standby to serve my

brothers and sisters in arms.
I WILL NEVER ACCEPT DEFEAT
I WILL NEVER QUIT
I will never leave a fallen brother or sister. If they are hurt, I will
carry them. If I can’t carry them, I will drag them. I will help
them face their enemies, to include the demons from within.
They are my brothers and they are my sisters.
I AM A VETERAN!

o July 19
Casino Boat Trip

o July 30
6 p.m. S.A.L. meeting

— Unknown

I hope we all can believe in this for we are the American Legion.

Legion News by Ernie Florig

Installation of New Officers will be
Sunday, July 12, at 1 p.m.

Inside this issue:

Auxiliary News 2
SAL News Welcome Legion members:
Thank You New
Canteen Update 3 IB Berg - Vietnam - Navy
ALR. News Richard Bush - Vietnam - Army
George Coyner - Vietnam - Army
Croaker Tomrmamen: 4 Albert (Dusty) Feeley, IV - Gl.llf - Army
Golf League Satrak (Sat) Kes - Gulf - Marine Corps
James (Jim) Keesling - Lebanon/Grenada - Air Force
Jonathan (Jon) Lantroop - Gulf - Marine Corps
Lillard Martin - Vietnam - Army
’T-I::'vgzz dYZ‘éc':zﬁ' 5 Gene O’Hara, Jr. - Gulf - Navy
g... .
Cabane News John Poe, Jr. - Vietnam - Navy
John Rochester - Gulf - Air Force
5 R Brittany Scherer - Gulf - Army
ooster Roster 6 Joseph (Red) Waddill - WWII - Navy
Transfer
Newsletter items should be

emailed to Sue Nist at
susan.nist@gmail.com

Roger Plouff - Vietnam - Army from FL Post 233
William Moffeit - Vietnam - Marine Corps from GA Post 145
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Auxiliary News by Kelly Bush

4
%

We will not have a meeting on
July 2.

Our next general meeting will be held
on Thursday, Aug. 6th at 7 p.m.

July is our first fundraising month for
the new year; so please recommit to
help your Unit. We will hold our
Christmas in July dinner on Friday,
July 10, starting at 5:30 p.m. We will
serve a turkey and ham meal with all
the trimmings for a donation of $8.00.
Also, we will have a giving tree up with
some great gifts for very modest dona-
tions. Thank you for your continued
support!

Installation of Auxiliary Unit 129 offic-
ers will be held on Sunday, July 12 at 1
p.m.

Post 129 will be hosting a get together
for all incoming officers on Sunday,
July 26, at 3 p.m. (Hawaiian theme and
dress.)

Yours in service,

Kelly Bush
ALA Unit 129 President 2015

Thank You!

A sincere thank you to all the volunteers
who come out for “I Love My Post”
cleanup days. There is always some-
thing to be done.

S.A.L. News

by J.D. Kapeghian

We would like to congratulate all newly
elected officers for 2015-2016. We would
also like to welcome our new Sgt. Of
Arms Brian Haught, and to our newest
position, Historian, Rob Nicholson!

Friday night, July 3rd, S.A.L. will be
hosting the pre-4th of July BBQ! We will
have a half rack of baby-backs, baked
beans, coleslaw and garlic toast...all for
only a $8.00 donation! Please be sure you
sign up on our pre-order sheet.

Installation of new officers will be Sun-
day, Feb. 12, at 1 p.m.

S.A.L. meetings are on the last Thursday
of the month at 6 p.m. We are looking for

more members to attend the meetings
to get your ideas and opinions on up-
coming raffles, events, dinners...and
the first drink is on us!

From our understanding, our train,
BIG TOOT, is up and running! I
would like to thank Frank St. Clair
and Mr. Jim for all their hard work
getting our beloved train back on the
road for our next crawl, which will be
pre-Labor Day on Sunday, Sept. 6th.
T-shirts will be sold. Please be on the
lookout for the signup sheet.

Thank you and good night!

S.A.L. Officers 2015-2016

Commander — J.D. Kapeghian
1st Vice — Steven Smith

2nd Vice — Martin Manley

3rd Vice — Kenny Pigg

4th Vice — Phil Munson

Sgt. Of Arms — Brian Haught
Adjutant — Scott Kapeghian
Chaplain — John Caputo
Historian — Rob Nicholson

Officers for 2014—2015

Commander................ Danny Rodriguez
1st Vice.oooirveneuniannnnn. Tommy Williams
2nd Vice.....oouuvneeneen. Terry Stickles
3rd Vice.......ccvuvunnen.. Jerry Brandt
4th Vice...ooeuveenennen.. Joe Maichle

Sgt at Arms.............. Anna Rogers
Finance.................... Bob Schlatter
Chaplain Brian Hancher
Adjutant.................. Ernie Florig
Judge Advocate......... Bob Wilson
Service Officer.......... Ken Aune

Historian.................. Kelly Rice

E-Board Members House Committee
Cathy Berry Dwight Deyo
Lee Fair Rich Hansberg
Deborah Left Kathy Jewell
Dennis McDowell Dale Peterson
Chuck Nist Frank Redmond
Bill Wilson
Jim Winelnad

Auxiliary President
Kelly Bush
Commander-S.A.L.
J.D. Kapeghian

Director-Legion Riders
Jim Wineland
Chef De Gare 40 & 8
D.R. Richards
La Presidente, Cabane 215
Louise Bagdasarian
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Canteen Update

by Brandi Roberts

Hello from your Canteen Staff!

As always, there are a ton of great things
happening here at Post 129!

The 4th of July falls on the ALR bike
night, so plan on coming down. I'm sure
they will have something fabulous
planned!

Then on July 11, we will have our Open
House Pancake Breakfast! This is a good
opportunity to bring new members or
potential members to the Post so they can
see what we are all about.

Installation of new officers will be held on
Sunday, July 12, at 1 p.m.

Join us for our second annual Casino
Cruise on Sunday, July 19. Can you be-
lieve it’s been a year since our last trip?
Time sure does go by fast! Same as last
time, the bus will pick up here at Post
129 and take us to the boat. The cost is
$31 per person, and includes the trans-
portation, boarding ticket, buffet, two
drinks and $20 in qualified slop play.
Sign up at the canteen today!

We will host our “I Love My Post Clean
Up Day” on July 25th. Each month we will
pick one area to detail. We will start at 9
a.m. and end no later than 11 a.m.

On July 26th, our new Commander is
hosting a get together for all 2015-2016
officers. This is a Hawaiian themed event.
This will be here at Post 129 at 3 p.m.

As always, we would like to thank all the
members that help out around the can-
teen there are too many of you to name
but we hope that you know how thankful
we are for your help. This canteen could
not run without you!

Happy, 7/~
7// 7 of July

We are continuing to bring new and excit-
ing events to the Post! If you have any

ideas or would like to get involved, please
let us know. We can always use your help!

Let us know your needs, expectations, and
hopes. We hope to serve you soon!

American Legion Riders

by Jim Wineland

Well, things are falling into place for
129, starting off with JoAnn Blik step-
ping up to be our new Event Coordina-
tor. This year our Post has adopted
Beaches Habitat for Humanity as our
main charity. We will also be planning
two or three smaller events.

We also have a new sponsor, Miller Ale
House. After hearing our story and our
commitment to Beaches Habitat, they
wanted to be involved. That’s great
news for our chapter. We should ar-
range to have a 129 appreciation night
at the Ale House just to say thank you.
We'll keep everyone posted.

We are still trying to find a restaurant
for a monthly dinner with the proceeds
going to the Post to support our

Installation of new officers will be
Sunday, July 12, at 1 p.m.

charity. With the recent bike night
tragedy, we have to be careful in how
we promote the event. We have a cou-
ple of individuals working on this task. I also have another announcement:
I've been appointed ALR’s 5th District
Chairman for this year. There could
be several opportunities for our Post
and Chapter in the upcoming year. I'll
find out more after the State Conven-

tion this week in Orlando.

There will not be a July meeting be-

cause of the installations in the 5th

District, but we intend on having Bike

Night on the 4th of July. Our Assistant

Director Chuck Turner (Stitch) is whip-

ping something up as we move forward.
Enjoy the 4th and Ride Safe!

Over the next few weeks, we will be

conducting a phone survey of all the

129 ALR members. The purpose of the

call will be to get the members opinions

on the direction we should go and what

changes they would like to see.
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Croaker Tournament Oct. 11-12, 2015

We at Post 129 are proud to announce
that the annual Croaker Tournament
is back! Thank you for considering
fishing with us this year. As you are
aware, this tournament is not only a
lot of fun and an opportunity to see
long-time fishing friends, but it is also
a fundraiser for the American Legion
to send deserving young boys and
girls to our Capital to learn how our
government works. It is a very excit-
ing addition to their education. The
Croaker Tournament is the major
source of funds for this cause.

We are hoping to make this year’s
tournament the biggest and best ever.
Please tell your neighbors and all of
your fishing friends to please consider
joining us in October.

For those of you that have fished this
tournament in the past, you are
aware of the great prizes and food.

There will be a meal before the Cap-
tain’s meeting on Friday and then the
fish fry on Sunday.

Everyone is welcome. Please come and
join us for a great time!

Croaker Tournament Details

Mandatory Captain’s Meeting: Fri-
day, Oct. 9th at 6 p.m. Dinner begins at
6 p.m. and the Captain’s meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

Entry Fee $80 per Boat/Team of
Four. Four rods per team.

Early registration (up to the day be-
fore the tournament) $70 per boat

Four hours of fishing constitutes a
day. A day constitutes the tournament.

Fish fry will be Sunday, Oct. 11,
starting at 5 p.m. Prizes will be
awarded at the fish fry. Only one cash
prize per boat.

Saturday Golf League

This April, we will be going into our 3rd year of the American
Legion Post 129 Nine-Hole Golf League. We play every Satur-
day at Jacksonville Beach Golf Course. The first t-time is 11:15
a.m. If you are playing, you should be at the course by 10:45
a.m. When you register to play, you will receive a reminder
each Monday asking if you will be playing. The format is 9-
hole Captain’s Choice. Join today, have fun.

If you are interested, email or call Sterling:
sterling1960@comcast.net or 904-294-4234.

Pass the Trash

Wall of Honor

Queen of Diamonds

Please join us every Saturday night at
7 p.m. for the Queen of Diamonds.

We are attempting to start a new tra-
dition at American Legion Post 129.
We would like to place pictures of all

ACTIVE DUTY Personnel, in Uniform, Q

on our wall.

Come out Sunday nights at 6 p.m.
and have some fun playing “Pass the
Trash”.

Rules are on the @
board at the Post.

Please give a picture of your service Good Luck!
person to the Commander Danny Ro-

driguez or Jerry Brandt.
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How Can You Help?

We have welcomed so many new members
to our Legion Family, and many others
have asked how they can help. The follow-
ing are just a few things we do:

e  Coupons for the Troops (We collect
coupons to send to our military fami-
lies stationed overseas. Coupons can
be expired up to three months. Store
coupons such as those for Publix and
Winn Dixie will not be honored.

e  Campbell’s soup labels & box tops

e Plastic medicine bottles (please ¢  Donations of any type yarn or material

remove labels) (any amount or colors are gladly wel-
comed). Patty Rodriguez makes lap
e  Children’s books blankets and afghans for our Veterans.
e Soda & beer pull tabs There are several other on-going projects
sponsored by the Legion and S.A.L. If you
e Any type of art supplies are interested and able to help, please ask

any one of our officers for details.
e In December, we always collect
and send Christmas Cards to the
troops. This year we would love
to see more cards.

The World According to Me @y Patty Rodriguez)

With so many new members joining us
every month, I would like to remind
everyone of the following. The poem
was read at the last Auxiliary meet-
ing. Thank you Candace for sharing.

There is a custom in the American
Legion and the American Legion Aux-
iliary to never walk between the flag
of our country and the banner, which
we commonly refer to as “Hallowed
Ground.”

I am sharing this here to promote un-
derstanding and respect. The placing
of the POW/MIA flag establishes this
area of respect and will remain in
force until the flag is removed at the
end of our meetings. The poem written
by an unknown author may help us
understand this symbol of respect.

Between these flags And if man should dare
That proudly fly to tread this spot
Let no man dare to stand, Where lies our gallant brave,
For here our fallen comrades lie. He desecrated that noble deed
As though he walked
A symbol yes, but mark it well; upon their graves.
Here let us humbly pause
In memory of the lads who fell So embrace your
In fighting for our sacred cause. obligation Legionnaires
and protect this Hallowed Ground,
On sea and land these buddies died to honor those who served and died
Some lie beneath the sod, and those never to have been found.
By graves caressed by winds and tide
In spots unknown to all by God. — Unknown

And so this place is
HALLOWED GROUND,
And it shall be forever blest,
As tho’ it were a grassy mound
Beneath which gallant heroes rest.

Be ever watchful Legionnaire
Of those two flags which signify
That we should guard this spot with care
Where our departed comrades lie.

Cabane News

by Louise Bagdasarian

We had an awesome response for the
yard sale, had a great time and well
worth the effort, thanks to all our
Dames. A lot of laughs and comradery.

Our installation of officers will be
July 9 at 6 p.m., with dinner to follow
provided by the Voyageurs. Voyageurs
have asked the Dames to bring a des-
sert for the installation.

Thank you Dames, and congratu- Wishing everyone a fun and enjoyable sum-
lations to all our new officers for —mer!
the upcoming year.
Faithfully yours,
I would like to thank all my offic- Louise Bagdasarian
ers for the past two years for all  La Presidente
your help and support! Merci!
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BOOSTER LIST

Diamond Level, $100+ Bronze Level, $10

Bob Schlatter (11/15) Estelle Mellon (9/15)

In Memory of George A. Campbell (1/15) Maddy Chitko (2/16)

In Memory of James M. Chilton (1/15) Richard & Jo Ann Scoggins (4/19)
In Memory of Arlene G. Chilton (1/15) Robert Gomez (1/16)
.................................................................... Russell & Mary Lou Jones (9/15)
Platinum Level, $100 John & Gloria Molisani (8/17)

In Memory of Cindy Burroughs (7/15) Thomas Selig (7/15)
............................................................ Pete Riebesehl (9/15) MIA Henry Koch
Gold Level, $50 William and Fannie Bivens (2/16)
Chuck & Sue Nist (4/16) In Memory of John C. Ford (5/17)

Charlie Parker (9/15)

Bill Garrett (6/16)

Rush K Abry (2/15)

Silver Level, $25

In Memory of Brad & Gerry Terrell (12/15)
Sterling & Linda Phaklides (6/15)
In Memory of Kim White (10/16)
P-Nut & Liz Wilson (11/15)

C.M. Walker (10/15)

Jack & Ethel (2/15)

Louise Taylor Braren (2/15)
Franklin Friers (3/15)

Paul “Shorts” Urff (8/15)

Frank and Joan Baagoe (3/16)
Sally & Pearse Doherty

In Memory of Skip Hilliker (6/16)
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