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American Legion Post 129 

Commander’s Corner  by Danny Rodriguez 

   Upcoming Events  
      

 June 3 
6:00 p.m. Planning Board 
7:00 p.m. House Committee 

 June 4                                     
7:00 p.m. E-Board                                                             
7:00 p.m. Auxiliary Meeting 
7:30 p.m. General meeting  

 June 6  
9:00 a.m.-Noon “I Love My Post 
Clean up Day 
5:30-10 p.m. ALR Bike Night 

 June 10 
6 p.m. Cabane Meeting 

 June 13 
10 a.m. to Noon Open House 
Pancake breakfast 

 June 14  
Flag Day! 
1 p.m. Dart League Banquet 

 June 20 
10:00 a.m. ALR meeting                                                               

 June 25 
6:30 p.m. S.A.L. meeting  
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Well, family, the year is wind-
ing down. I want to thank you 
for the support and hard work 
that you all have given to the 
Post this year. 
 
I want to congratulate you on 
your selection of new officers, 
and I have the utmost faith in 
them, as you must. 
 
This is my last input to the 
newsletter as Commander, 
and for the last four years, I 
have done what I thought was 
right for the Post and the Le-
gion. Sometimes you disa-
greed with me, but overall, I 
have felt your support. I have 
enjoyed representing you to 
the Department, and the Dis-
trict.  

 

I now look forward to working 
my way to Department. My 
next step is District, in which I 
will still represent Post 129.  
 
I appreciate your support as I 
continue my way up in the Le-
gion.  
 
Again, I say Thank You! 

AWARDS 
 
Congratulations Legionnaires for earning the Department of 
Florida Commander’s 100% Post Achievement Award! 
 
We also achieved a second membership milestone by surpas-
sing the 600 member mark! As of May 16, we have 604 mem-
bers! 
 

Newsletter items should 
be emailed to Sue Nist at 
susan.nist@gmail.com 



 

Our general meeting will be held 
on Thursday, June 4 at 7 p.m.  
 
We will not have a meeting on  
July 2. 
 
Thank you to all that attended our 
Gong Show and brought items for 
BEAM. We donated over $800 worth of 
dry/canned goods to fill their pantry. A 
very special thank you to our wonder-
ful participants in the show, and Mary 
Ellen, she sure likes to set the bar high 
for our Auxiliary. 
 
We truly appreciate our members who 
were elected to fill the offices next year. 
Also, I want to especially thank the 
officers and chairmen from this past 
year. We were able to accomplish some 
wonderful things for our veterans 

 
A sincere “Thank you and job well done” 
to the following volunteers for placing 
flags on Veterans’ graves on May 23rd: 
 
Warren Smith Cemetery 
Brian and Brandi Haught, Janelle 
Kriner, Bob Duffy, John Burroughs, Ni-
cole Neal, Harry Becker, John Poe, Dave 
Carlson, Tommy Williams, Jerry 
Brandt, Danny Rodriguez, and Ernie 
and Cathy Florig. 
 
Jacksonville National Cemetery 
Ed and Debra DellaPenna 
Chuck and Sue Nist 
 
 
 
 

Commander................Danny Rodriguez                                             
1st Vice…………....….Tommy Williams                           
2nd Vice………….…...Terry Stickles                        
3rd Vice………….……Jerry Brandt                               
4th Vice……….………Joe Maichle              
Sgt at Arms…………..Anna Rogers                                                                                                
Finance……….……….Bob Schlatter                       
Chaplain…………..….Brian Hancher   
Adjutant………………Ernie Florig 
Judge Advocate……...Bob Wilson 
Service Officer……….Ken Aune 
Historian……………...Kelly Rice 

Auxiliary President  
Kelly Bush                                              

Commander-S.A.L.   
J.D. Kapeghian 

    Director-Legion Riders 
Jim Wineland                   

Chef De Gare 40 & 8    
D.R. Richards                                            

La Presidente, Cabane 215                  
Louise Bagdasarian                                       
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Auxiliary News   by Kelly Bush                    

S.A.L. News    by J.D. Kapeghian            

                             Officers for 2014—2015       

and our community. I am extremely 
proud of your efforts. 
 
Yours in service, 
 
Kelly Bush 
ALA Unit 129 President 

There is a lot of work around the Post. 
Any volunteers, please come see JD or 
Brandi. 
 
Thank you and good night! 

E-Board Members       House Committee               
 
Cathy Berry         Dwight Deyo                    
Lee Fair                 Rich Hansberg 
Deborah Left                  Kathy Jewell 
Dennis McDowell           Dale Peterson 
Chuck Nist                     Frank Redmond 
          Bill Wilson 
                                        Jim Winelnad                                                        
                                                                             
                                     

S.A.L. has reached its goal of 100% mem-
bership for the 2014-2015 year! 2016 
cards will be available after installation 
of new officers. I would like to wish all 
incoming officers congratulations and 
let’s make this another good year! 
 
Friday, June 19, S.A.L. will be cooking 
dinner, menu to be determined. Please be 
on the lookout for the menu that will be 
posted on the board. Come out and sup-
port us...hope to see you there! 
 
I want to thank everyone for participat-
ing in the “old school style” trolley crawl! 

Thank You! 
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 American Legion Riders  by Jim Wineland 

Well, we are starting out on a new ALR 
year for incoming officers, but let’s take 
a look at what we have accomplished 
as Legionnaires, Auxiliary Members, 
and the Son’s under the ALR banner. 
 
The ALR is comprised of 59 Legion-
naires, 22 Auxiliary members and 8 
SAL members. Together we accumulat-
ed 82,444 miles, 14,663 hours and do-
nated + $20,000 to several different 
programs or agencies. We have had a 
great year, and the bar is high for the 
upcoming year. All of our hard working 
volunteers pulled together to make this 
happen! 
 
 
 

We are working on several new and 
exciting projects for the upcoming 
year, and will keep everyone posted as 
we move throughout the year. 
 
Please remember Bike Night is Satur-
day, June 6, and our next ALR meet-
ing is Saturday, June 20.  
 
Ride Safe! 

 

 

 

 

 

With our new year just around the cor-
ner, we have completed all of the vot-
ing for our new officers and have the 
following changes to announce: 
 
Chuck Turner — Assistant Director 
Phillip Leveridge — Safety Officer 
Frank Hotmer, II — Sergeant-at-Arms 
Mary Tarnowski — Membership 
JoAnn Blik — Historian 
 
A special thanks to those who contrib-
uted to our last year’s success, and de-
cided to move on to continue support-
ing our Post 129. 

Hello from your Canteen Staff! 
 
Have you been to the Post for lunch or 
dinner? If not, plan on stopping by soon! 
We have a new cook in the kitchen and 
everyone is loving it! Steven is doing a 
great job of putting out great meals with 
fresh ingredients at reasonable prices. 
 
We have another busy month around 
here at Post 129, starting with our Arma-
da trip. There are still seats available for 
our group trip down to see the new Jack-
sonville soccer team, the Armada, on 
Sunday, June 7th. We will have a bus 
pick us up at Post 129 at 3 p.m. and take 
us down to the game so no one has to 
worry about driving in the city or park-
ing. Plan on joining us. This will be a trip 
you do not want to miss! Cost for the tick-
et and the bus are only $36 per person. 
So run up to the Post to reserve your spot 
today. 
 
Also this month we have a new monthly 
“I Love My Post Clean Up Day”! These 
will be held the first Saturday of the 
month. Each month we will pick one area 
to detail. This month we will be working 
in the kitchen to give it some much need-
ed TLC. We will start at 9 a.m. and end 
no later than 11 a.m.  

Also, mark your calendars because we 
will be going back out on the Casino 
boat on Saturday, July 12. Can you 
believe it’s been a year since our last 
trip? Time sure does go fast! Same as 
last time, the bus will pick up here at 
Post 129 and take us to the boat. The 
cost is $31 person and includes the 
transportation, boarding ticket, buffet, 
and $20 in qualified slot play. Sign up 
at the canteen today! 
 
As always, we would like to thank all 
the members that help out around the 
canteen there are too many of you to 
name but we hope that you know how 
thankful we are for your help. This 
canteen could not run without you! 
 
We are continuing to bring new and 
exciting events to the Post! If you have 
any ideas or would like to get involved, 
please let us know. We can always use 
your help!  
 
Let us know your needs, expectations, 
and hopes.  We hope to serve you soon! 
 

 

Also, on Saturday, June 6, the ALR will 
have their monthly Bike Night. I’m sure 
they will have something planned for you, 
so plan on stopping by. 
 
Then on Saturday, June 13, 10 a.m. to 
Noon, we start our day with our new open 
house pancake breakfast. This is a good 
opportunity to bring new members or po-
tential members to the Post so they can 
see what we are all about. Again, this will 
be a monthly event that will occur on the 
second Saturday of the month.  
 
Also on June 13, at 1 p.m., we will hold 
our annual volunteer luncheon. Please 
allow us to thank you for your help over 
the past year. This Post could not accom-
plish all that we do without members like 
you. Please join us for the volunteer lunch 
and allow us to show our appreciation. 
 
The Cabane will be hold their annual 
rummage sale June 19 and 20. So start 
cleaning out those closets and plan on 
coming up and see what treasures you 
may find. If you have donations for the 
event, please bring them to the Post no 
earlier than June 15. 
 
 

Canteen Update      by Brandi Roberts 



We are attempting to start a new tra-
dition at American Legion Post 129.  
We would like to place pictures of all 
ACTIVE DUTY Personnel, in Uniform, 
on our wall.   
 
Please give a picture of your service 
person to the Commander Danny Ro-
driguez or Jerry Brandt.  
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Legion News      by Ernie Florig 

Wall of Honor 
 
 
 
 
 

Pass the Trash 

Welcome Legion members: 
 

New 
 
John DeWitt - Vietnam - Navy 
Bernie Funk - Vietnam - Navy  
Brian Headley - Lebanon/Grenada -      
Navy 
Fred Hilchey - Vietnam - Navy 
Peter Kelly - Gulf - Army 
Patrick Meleady - Vietnam - Navy 
Larry Perry - Gulf - Marine Corps 
Jimmy Rogers - Vietnam - Air Force 
Joseph Somma - Vietnam - Army 
 

Transfer 
 

Ronald Kunce - Vietnam - Navy from 
FL Post 208 

Incoming Post 129 Officers 2015-2016 
 

Commander — Ernie Florig 
 
1st Vice Commander — Joe Maichle 
 
2nd Vice Commander — Terry Stickles 
 
3rd Vice Commander — Debbie Left 
 
4th Vice Commander — Stew “Casper” 
Lilly 
 
Adjutant — Cathy Berry 
 
Finance Officer — Bob Schlatter 
 
Chaplain — Brian Hancher 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms — Kevin Robbs 
 
Judge Advocate — Dennis McDowell 
 
Service Officer — Ken Aune 
 
Historian — Kelly Rice 

Incoming Executive Board  
 
Linda Barefoot 
Bob “Stubby” Daigle, Sr. 
Jeff Durden 
Lee Fair 
Chuck Nist 
 
House Committee will be appointed 
June 3, 2015. 
 
 

 

Come out Sunday nights at 6 p.m. 
and have some fun playing “Pass the 
Trash”. 

 

 

 

 

Queen of Diamonds 
Please join us every Saturday night at  
7 p.m. for the Queen of Diamonds.  
 

Rules are on the 
board at the Post. 

Good Luck! 

Saturday Golf League 

This April, we will be going into our 3rd 
year of the American Legion Post 129 Nine-
Hole Golf League. We play every Saturday 
at Jacksonville Beach Golf Course. The first 
t-time is 11:15 a.m. If you are playing, you 
should be at the course by 10:45 a.m. When 
you register to play, you will receive a re-
minder each Monday asking if you will be 
playing. The format is 9-hole Captain’s 
Choice. Join today, have fun.  

If you are interested, email or call Sterling: 
sterling1960@comcast.net or 904-294-4234. 

Voyager 215, 40 and 8 

Grand du Florida’s Grand Promenade 
Grand de Florida’s Grand Rendezvous 
June 11-13, 2015 
Quality Inn Conference Center 
5316 US 19 North 
New Port Richey, FL 34652 
727-847-9005 
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Cabane News      by Louise Bagdasarian 

Flag Day    (www.nationalflagday.com)      

Our next Rendezvous is Wednes-
day, June 10. 
  
Everyone can drop things off for the 
yard sale on June 15 after 1 p.m. Yard 
Sale will be 2-8 p.m. on June 19, and  
8 a.m.-1 p.m. on June 20. “Don’t for-
get, Someone else’s junk can be your 
treasure”.  Mark your calendar, look 
forward to seeing you there!! 

Our election results: 
La Presidents—Sharon Harville 
La sous Presidente—Annie An-
derson 
La Correspondante—Kelly Bush 
La Commissaire Intendant—
Kelly Bush 
La Conductor—Carol Brickel 
La Drapeau—Sharon Millspaugh 
La Garde de la Porte—Patty Ro-
driquez 

La Aumonier—Vicki Gordon Haft 
Les Cheminots—Louise Bagdasarian 
Helen Mays 
Margaret Hardy 
 
Congratulations to our new officers! 
 
Faithfully yours, 
Louise Bagdasarian 

The crowning achievement of his life came 
at age fifty when President Wilson, on May 
30, 1916, issued a proclamation calling for 
a nation wide observance of Flag Day. 
Then in 1949, President Truman signed an 
Act of Congress designating the 14th day of 
June every year as National Flag Day. On 
June 14th, 2004, the 108th Congress voted 
unanimously on H.R. 662 that Flag Day 
originated in Ozaukee County, Waubeka 
Wisconsin.” 

 

“The ‘Stars and Stripes’, the official Na-
tional symbol of the United States of 
America was authorized by Congress on 
that Saturday of June 14, 1777 in the fifth 
item of the day’s agenda. The entry in the 
journal of the Continental Congress 1774-
1789 Vol. VIII 1777 reads ‘Resolved that 
the flag of the thirteen United States by 
Thirteen stripes alternate red and white; 
that the union be thirteen stars, white in a 
blue field, representing a new constella-
tion.’ 
 

In Waubeka, Wisconsin, in 1885 Ber-
nard John Cigrand a nineteen year 
old school teacher in a one room 
school placed a 10” 38 star flag in an 
inkwell and had his students write 
essays on what the flag meant to 
them. He called June 14th the flag’s 
birthday. Stony Hill School is now a 
historical site. From that day on Ber-
nard J. Cigrand dedicated himself to 
inspire not only his students but also 
all Americans in the real meaning 
and majesty of our flag. 

The World According to Me    (by Patty Rodriguez)    
It’s hard to believe that the year is 
almost over, a lot of events have taken 
place within our Legion Family, some 
good and some bad, and as always, we 
move forward. There are still fun 
events coming up over the next few 
months. They will be listed on our Le-
gion website and also posted on the 
activity wall.  
 
I wish to thank everyone for their sup-
port while Danny was in the hospital. 
During that time, I was able to reflect 
on many things, which made the fol-
lowing passage mean so much more: 

The Five W’s of Life 
 

Who you are is what makes you spe-
cial. Do not change for anyone. 
 
What lies ahead will always be a mys-
tery. Do not be afraid to explore. 
 
When life pushes you over, you push 
back harder. 
 
 

 
 

Where there are choices to make, 
make the one you won’t regret. 
 
Why things happen will never be cer-
tain. Take it in stride and move for-
ward. 
 
   - Unknown 



Diamond Level, $100+                                                                                                                  
Bob Schlatter  (11/15)                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
In Memory of George A. Campbell (1/15)      
In Memory of James M. Chilton (1/15)         
In Memory of Arlene G. Chilton (1/15)                                        
…………………………………………………………..                                     
Platinum Level, $100                                                                                                                                                    
In Memory of Cindy Burroughs (7/15)                                                                                                                                                        
…………………………………………………...                                                             
Gold Level, $50                                                                                                           
Chuck & Sue Nist (4/16)                                                                                                                                                                
Charlie Parker (9/15)                                    
Bill Garrett (6/15)                                         
Rush K Abry (2/15)                             
………………………………………………… 
Silver Level, $25                                                                                                   
In Memory of Brad & Gerry Terrell (12/15)                                          
Sterling & Linda Phaklides (6/15)                                   
In Memory of Kim White (10/16)                                                                                                                                                                                                        
P-Nut & Liz Wilson (11/15)                         
C.M. Walker (10/15)                                      
Jack & Ethel (2/15)                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Louise Taylor Braren (2/15)                              
Franklin Friers (3/15)  
Paul “Shorts” Urff (8/15)   
Frank and Joan Baagoe (3/16)  
Sally & Pearse Doherty                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bronze Level, $10                                                                                                                                                     
Estelle Mellon (9/15)                                                                                                                                               
Maddy Chitko (2/16)                                                                                                                                               
Richard & Jo Ann Scoggins (4/19)                                                                   
Robert Gomez (1/16)                                                                                                                                               
Russell & Mary Lou Jones (9/15)                                                                                                                           
John & Gloria Molisani (8/15)                                                                                                                                
Thomas Selig (7/15) 
Pete Riebesehl (9/15) MIA Henry Koch  
William and Fannie Bivens (2/16) 
In Memory of John C. Ford (5/17) 
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