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Upcoming Events

Oct. 1

6:30 p.m. E-Board

7 p.m. Auxiliary Meeting
7:30 p.m. General meeting

Oct. 3
8:30 ALR Dice Fun Run
5:30-9:30 p.m. ALR Bike Night

Oct. 8
6 p.m. Cabane Meeting

Oct. 9-11
Croaker Tournament/Fish Fry

Oct. 17

9 a.m. to Noon Open House
Pancake Breakfast

10 a.m. ALR Meeting

Barktober Fest (back hall)

Oct. 23
October Fest Dinner

Oct. 29
6:30 p.m. S.A.L. Meeting

Oct. 30
Halloween Party

Oct. 31
Florida Georgia Watch Party

Commander’s Corner by Ernie Florig
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Dear Legion Family,

A special election was held on Sept.
3. Congratulations to 3rd Vice Com-
mander Kevin Robbs and 4th Vice
Commander Rick Miller. Kevin will
be partnering with 1st Vice Com-
mander Joe Maichle to promote
membership recruitment and reten-
tion. Rick will work with 2nd Vice
Commander Terry Stickles to plan,
coordinate, and conduct Post activi-
ties, to include the challenges of
overseeing Post kitchen operations.

Also, on Sept. 3, the Post members
who attended the business meeting
voted on the difficult decision to
raise our annual dues to $45, effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2016. The dues increase
was warranted by a combined in-
crease in per capita dues at the De-
partment and National levels. We're
foot stumping current members to
renew their 2016 dues now at the
following rates: Ages 69 and be-
low—$30; after Veterans Day, Nov.
11, through Dec. 31, it will be $35.
For ages 70 through 79, due will be
$21.50 until Dec. 31. To get these
Post discounts, you’ll have to pay
directly to the Post. If you pay
online to National, the only recog-
nized dues rate is $35 through Dec.
31.

On Sept. 11, I conducted a Patriots
Day moment of remembrance on the
14th anniversary of 9/11. Thanks to
Auxiliary and Legion Riders Chap-
lain Kathy Jewell for assiting.

We celebrated the Post’s 72nd birth-
day on Sept. 16 by singing happy
birthday and cutting a birthday
cake. Thanks to Terry Stickles for
setting up this event!

On Sept. 18, Past Commander
Danny Rodriguez conducted the
annual Missing in Action Table
Ceremony. Assisting in the set-
ting of the symbolic empty table
were Legion Riders Director Jim
Wineland, Chaplain Kathy Jew-
ell, Jo Ann Blik, and Danny’s
two grandchildren, junior mem-
bers Xavier and Nevaeh McStad-
den. Thanks to this group for
their participation. It was truly a
Legion Family effort!

Also, on Sept. 18, we celebrated
the Air Force’s 68th birthday
with singing of the Air Force
song and cutting the birthday
cake. Thanks to Air Force veter-
ans Jim Wineland, Cathy Florig,
John Burroughs, Kathy Berry,
Bob Schlatter, and Ernie Florig
for making a valiant effort to
sing the Air Force song! Also,
thanks to Terry Stickles for pro-
curing the birthday cake and
music!

For the month of October, we’ll
be holding two major fundrais-
ers: Oct. 3 for the Legion Riders
Habitat for Humanity Dice Run;
and Oct. 10 and 11 for the Post
Croaker Tournament to benefit
Boys State. As you can imagine,
we need a corps of volunteers to
make these events a success. So
please, if you can donate two or
more hours of your time
throughout the day, contact the
following people: Legion Riders
Events Coordinator Jo Ann Blik
at 616-340-4526, and Croaker
Tournament Committee Member
Rick Miller at 904-333-6538.

Newsletter items should be
emailed to Sue Nist at
susan.nist@gmail.com

For those who are ham radio
operators, we do have an
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Auxiliary News

by Toni Abbott

Hi to All!

I can feel fall in the air! October is upon
us and the weather is changing. It is nice
to have a breeze now and again. I hope
everyone is enjoying the start of the fall.

I would like to say thanks to Kelly and
Gary Bush and Wanda Brandt for the
wonderful chicken and veggie bake with
biscuits, salad, and carrot cake for our
September dinner. We wouldn’t be able
to do this without extra help from our
Auxiliary members.

This month, the Auxiliary is proud to
support one of our own. We were able to
make a donation of $1,000 to the Ameri-
can Legion to help with American Legion
Riders, who are hand-in-hand with Habi-
tat for Humanity and Home Depot to
make repairs and increase the function-
ality of one of our disabled vets here at

beaches.

We are also happy to support the Jack-
sonville Beach Lions Club 5th Annual
Barktober Fest fundraiser with a $250
donation. This fundraiser will benefit
the Guiding Eyes for the Blind Guide
dog school. Come out and join the festivi-
ties on Saturday, Oct. 17th, as Post 129
is hosting this event. It will be catered
by Carrabba’s Italian Grill, with live
music by the Holiday/Duffy Band.
$25.00 per ticket, sweet! See Brandi or
Steve Smith for tickets.

JUNIORS, JUNIORS, JUNIORS. This
year the Auxiliary will strive to get our
junior members up and running. If you
know of someone that is already a junior
member, would like to be a junior mem-
ber and/or you have a granddaughter,
niece, etc., please have them contact
Mary Ellen Bolin, Erin Flynn or myself

for details. Our initial plan is to have
activities with other units to teach jun-
iors about the American Legion Auxilia-
ry mission. Please help juniors to sign
up today.

Thank you everyone for your service to
our Country and to those who provide
their service to the American Legion as
a whole.

Toni Abbott
Auxiliary President

S.A.L.. News

by Brian Hancher

Chaplain’s Corner

Financially, we are in pretty good shape.
Thanks to a generous donation from the
Sand Dollar restaurant, we were able to
sell prime rib dinners for a very afforda-
ble price and still raise money. Thanks to
Second Vice Martin Manly for setting
that up!

I’d also like to thank our Finance Officer,
Steve Smith, for the hard work he put
into the raffle last month. Thanks in part
to his effort, we have already made our
donation of $250 towards the guide dog
for a blind Veteran. Martin Manly also
made a $100 personal donation towards
this cause.

If you'’re an S.A.L. member, and you're
interested in volunteering or getting in-
volved in leadership, drop me a line at
brianhancher@gmail.com.

For God and Country!

Brian

S.A.L. Officers 2015-2016

Commander — Brian Hancher*
1st Vice — Kenny Pigg*

2nd Vice — Martin Manly

3rd Vice — Terry Stickles*

4th Vice — Phil Munson

Sgt. Of Arms — A.J. Rodriguez*
Finance Officer — Steve Smith*
Adjutant — Scott Kapeghian
Chaplain — Brian Hancher*
Historian — Rob Nicholson
*Appointed

One of the most important ways we
serve our Veterans and families is honor-
ing them when one passes from this life
to the next. For our 34 years, the Beach-
es Honor Guard has provided invaluable
services during these trying times. Since
they usually tend to their ceremonial
duties during a service, they don’t often
fully see what their service means to the
families. As you Post Chaplain, I have.

I'm using this space to appeal to you to
consider volunteering for the Beaches
Honor Guard. To put it simply, they
need a few more who are willing to
serve. With a few more members, they
might be able to spread their workload
so that their long-standing members
aren’t stretched quite so thin.

Interested members please contact John
Poe at (904) 294-4949.

Brian Hancher
Chaplain
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Legion News

By Joe Maichle

Fellow Legion Members:

As of Sept. 18, our membership re-
newal stood at 64.26%, still #1 in the
5th District. I attended the 5th Dis-
trict meeting this past week, and I
was proud to stand and have our
Post, along with several other Posts
in the District, being acknowledged
by the Department Membership
Chairman for making our first goal of
55%.

For all of you who have renewed,
thank you. For those who have not
renewed yet, membership dues will
increase the first of the year to $45,
as voted on at the last meeting.

I would also like to welcome all those
who transferred to our Post and to
the new members who have joined
our Post and became part of our Le-
gion Family.

Remember the early bird date for
paying dues is coming fast. Get your
dues paid early and enjoy an early
bird dinner in November. Let’s stay
on top and make our 100% as soon as
possible.

For God and Country,

Joe

Commander’s Corner (continued)

American Legion Amateur Radio Club.
The minimum requirement for member-
ship is being a Legionnaire and pos-
sessing an FCC ham radio operator’s
license. For more information, please
visit the Website: legion.org/hamradio.

For those who are TRICARE insurance
eligible, there was a major pharmacy
policy change effective Oct. 1. You have
to get your medications on-base or
through the mail via Express Scripts.

For more information, visit the Website:

www.express-scripts.com/TRICARE.

In closing, thanks to our many volun-
teers who support our four pillars of
service: National Defense, Veterans,
Americanism, and Youth Programs.

New Members

Carrie Powers - Navy - Gulf
Carol Pugh - Army - Gulf

Transfers

Thomas Adams - Army - Korea - From Post

400

Walter Davis - Air Force - WW II - From
Post 400

Michael Swanger - Navy - Gulf - From
Post 400

Cabane News

Hello Dames:

Hope to see you at both events!

Sharon Harville
La Presidente

Our next Rendezvous will be Oct. 8 at V Pizzia,
528 1st Street North, Jacksonville Beach, at 6 p.m.
Please RSVP to Louise or Vickie for seating.

Friday, Oct. 30, is our steak bingo and bake sale.

Final Salute

We draped our Post Charter and ren-
dered a final salute to our comrades:

Patrick F. “Pat” McLaughlin - Army -
Vietnam

Alvin S. “Al” Willshire, Jr. - Army -
Vietnam
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Canteen Update

By Brandi Roberts

A

Hello from your Canteen Staff,

First of all you may have noticed we have
done some improvements in our kitchen.
Thank you to everyone who helped to
make this possible. We are always striv-
ing to better this Post and I believe that
when you look around at all that we have
been able to accomplish as a Post family
that you will agree that this has been a
great year!

Football season is here (BTW we do have
the SEC Network as well as the Game
Day Package and the NFL ticket! So we
have your covered!!') We are still looking
for volunteers to cook. We would like to

make sure that there is food EVERY Sun-

day for the football games but in order to
do so we need your help! You can cook
whatever you like and donate the money
to whichever Legion organization you
would like. There is a signup sheet on the
kitchen board. Please think about which
day you would like to volunteer and then
sign up!

October is an extremely busy month for
us here at Post 129. We kick off the
month with the ALR Roll the Dice Fun
run. Check the Website or contact your
favorite ALR member to see how you can
help, if you can’t help just stop on by the
Post and support the event. They are

raising money for a great cause and any
and all help or donations are appreciated.

The following weekend starting on Octo-
ber 9th we have our annual Croaker tour-
nament. All fishermen are encouraged to
participate in this wonderful event, but
remember you do not have to have a boat
to register. Many of us have participated
in this event in the past without ever
once touch a fishing rod. The raffle and
the fish fry make your cost of registration
more than worth it! Even if you do not
register for the event you are not going to
want to miss the fish fry on Sunday, Oc-
tober 11th so mark your calendars!

On Saturday, October 17th we are proud
to be the hosting location for the Jackson-
ville Beach Lions Club 5th Annual
Barktober Fest fundraiser to bene-

fit Guiding Eyes for the Blind Guide dog
school. You are invited to join us for a fun
evening of dinner & dancing. The event is
catered by Carrabba's Italian Grill and
there will be live music by the Holiday/
Duffy Band with special guest Rod Stew-
art and Mick Jagger. Door prizes, raffles,
and a silent auction! Only $25 per ticket!
Please see Brandi or Steve Smith for tick-
ets.

On Friday, October 23 the Legion is
hosting an October Fest dinner. I person-

ally can’t wait to see what Terry comes
up with so watch the board and mark
your calendars because I promise you
it will be fantastic!

Friday, October 30th we will be hosting
our annual Halloween costume party!
So start working on those outfits and
mark your calendars! On Saturday,
October 315t we will have our annual
Florida Georgia tailgate party. Details
on this are still being worked out so
check our website for more information
as the date comes closer.

As always we would like to thank all
the members that help out around the
canteen there are too many of you to
name but we hope that you know how
thankful we are for your help. This
canteen could not run without you!

We are continuing to bring new and
exciting events to the post! If you have
any ideas or would like to get involved
please let us know. We can always use
your help!

Let us know your needs, expectations,
and hopes. We hope to serve you soon!

American Legion Riders

by Jim Wineland

At American Legion Post 129, we are all
family. It doesn’t matter if you are a Le-
gionnaire, Son, or Auxiliary, we are
FAMILY. I would like to share what oe of
our family members did for the Riders.
OUR Auxiliary donated $1,000 for our
Dice Run on Oct. 3. The Dice Run will
raise the additional monies needed to
purchase the material to help upgrade
one of our own Veteran’s homes. On be-
half of all of the 129 Riders, Thanks
Again!

Additional information...the Oct. 3 Dice
Run is in conjunction with Beaches Habi-
tat for Humanity, Home Depot Founda-
tion, and Miller’s Ale House at Beach and
Hodges. About a month ago, we received
a Home Depot Grant to help fund the

project.

VOLUNTEERS are needed to help fill the
following positions. These will not be all
day tasks. We have all the stops covered,
but we need some help at Post 129. We
will need a couple of people to help with
parking in the morning and afternoon;
help with setup Friday night; standby
help with the tables in the backroom dur-
ing the run. (Home Depot might be avail-
able for this task.) I know we are missing
a couple, but it adds up to about 12 to 14
people. If you are interested, feel free to
contact Jo Ann Blik at 616-340-4526.

Events already scheduled: Saturday,
Sept. 26, Post 283’s Poke Run for Five
Star Veterans Home, followed by our

Dice Run on Oct. 3, which is also our
Bike Night.

Dates to remember: In-State Legacy
Run April 10-16, starting in Deland
and ending in Melbourne. State Rally
at Punta Gorda May 13-15, and a
Round Robin Run on Nov. 7.

Ride Safe!

Jim
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Croaker Tournament Oct. 10-11, 2015

We at Post 129 are proud to announce
that the annual Croaker Tournament is
back! Thank you for considering fishing
with us this year. As you are aware,
this tournament is not only a lot of fun
and an opportunity to see long-time
fishing friends, but it is also a fundrais-
er for the American Legion to send de-
serving young boys and girls to our Cap-
ital to learn how our government works.
It is a very exciting addition to their
education. The Croaker Tournament is
the major source of funds for this cause.

We are hoping to make this year’s tour-
nament the biggest and best ever.
Please tell your neighbors and all of
your fishing friends to please consider
joining us in October.

For those of you that have fished this
tournament in the past, you are aware
of the great prizes and food.

There will be a meal before the Cap-
tain’s meeting on Friday and then the
fish fry on Sunday.

Everyone is welcome. Please come and
join us for a great time!

Croaker Tournament Details

Mandatory Captain’s Meeting:
Friday, Oct. 9th at 6 p.m. Dinner be-
gins at 6 p.m. and the Captain’s
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.

Entry Fee $80 per Boat/Team of
Four. Four rods per team.

Early registration (up to the day
before the tournament) $70 per boat

Four hours of fishing constitutes
a day. A day constitutes the tourna-
ment.

Fish fry will be Sunday, Oct. 11,
starting at 5 p.m. Prizes will be
awarded at the fish fry. Only one cash
prize per boat.

Post 129 Watch Party on Oct. 31!

Saturday Golf League

We play every Saturday at Windy Harbor Mayport Naval Sta-
tion. The first t-time is 10:30 a.m. When you register to play,
you will receive a reminder each Monday asking if you will be

playing. The format is 9-hole Captain’s Choice. Join today,
have fun. For more information, contact Clint Swinehart
at 904-253-5856 or e-mail him at swineiam@bellsouth.net.

Officers for 2015—2016

Commander................ Ernie Florig
1st Vice ....Joe Maichle
2nd Vice.....ooevneinnn. Terry Stickles
3rd Vice....ocuueuneeennen. Kevin Robbs
4th Vice.....oevvvenennen.. Rick Miller
Sgt at Arms.............. Mike Liner
Finance......... Bob Schlatter
Chaplain.................. Brian Hancher
Adjutant.................. Kevin Robbs
Judge Advocate......... Dennis McDowell
Service Officer.......... Bob Schmitt

Historian................. Kelly Rice

E-Board Members House Committee

Linda Barefoot
Bob Daigle, Sr.

Jerry Brandt
Stephanie Cain

Jeff Durden Kathy Jewell

Lee Fair Rob Nicholson

Chuck Nist John Quimby
Frank Redmond
Bill Wilson

Auxiliary President
Toni Abbott
Commander-S.A.L.
Brian Hancher

Director-Legion Riders
Jim Wineland
Chef De Gare 40 & 8
Marie Spine
La Presidente, Cabane 215
Sharon Harville
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If you would like to become a Post 129 booster, please contact the Finance Officer. The dates below are booster
expiration dates. Levels of booster sponsorship; Diamond $100+, Platinum $100, Gold $50, Silver $25, Bronze $10.

BOOSTER LIST

Diamond Level, $100+ Bronze Level, $10

Bob Schlatter (11/15) Estelle Mellon (9/16)
.................................................................... Maddy Chitko (2/16)

Platinum Level, $100 Richard & Jo Ann Scoggins (4/19)

In Memory of Cindy Burroughs (7/16) Robert Gomez (1/16)
............................................................ Russell & Mary Lou Jones (9/17)

Gold Level, $50 John & Gloria Molisani (8/17)

Chuck & Sue Nist (4/16) Thomas Selig (7/16)

Charlie Parker (9/15) Pete Riebesehl (9/15) MIA Henry Koch
Bill Garrett (6/16) William and Fannie Bivens (2/16)

......................................................... In Memory of John C. Ford (5/17)
Silver Level, $25

In Memory of Brad & Gerry Terrell (12/15)
Sterling & Linda Phaklides (6/15)
In Memory of Kim White (10/16)
P-Nut & Liz Wilson (11/15)

C.M. Walker (10/15)

Jack & Ethel (2/15)

Louise Taylor Braren (8/16)
Franklin Friers (3/15)

Paul “Shorts” Urff (8/17)

Frank and Joan Baagoe (3/16)
Sally & Pearse Doherty (5/16)

In Memory of Skip Hilliker (6/16)
Gordy & Petie Havey (9/16)
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