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American Legion Post 129 

Commander’s Corner  by Ernie Florig 
   Upcoming Events  
      

 Sept 2 
6 p.m. Planning Board 
7 p.m. House Committee 

 Sept 3 
6:30 p.m. E-Board                                                             
7 p.m. Auxiliary Meeting 
7:30 p.m. General meeting  

 Sept. 5 
5:30-9:30 p.m. ALR Bike Night 

 Sept. 6 
Noon to 4 p.m. Train Crawl 

 Sept 7 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Labor Day BBQ 

 Sept 10 
7 p.m. Cabane Meeting 
7 p.m. 40 & 8 Meeting 

 Sept. 11  
6 p.m. Patriot’s Day Remembrance 

 Sept. 13 
5 p.m. POW/MIA Remembrance 

 Sept. 16 
6 p.m. Post 129’s 72nd Birthday 

 Sept. 18 
6 p.m. Air Force’s 68th Birthday 

 Sept 19 
9 a.m. to Noon Open House            
 Pancake Breakfast 
10 a.m. ALR Meeting 

 Sept 24 
6:30 p.m. S.A.L. Meeting 

 Sept. 30 
6 p.m. Planning Board 
7 p.m. House Committee 
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Newsletter items should be 
emailed to Sue Nist at 
susan.nist@gmail.com 

Dear Legion Family, 
 
I want to thank each Legionnaire 
who submitted their 2016 dues pay-
ment! As of August 20, our 2016 
membership rate is at 54.7%. We 
are the #1 Post, out of 19, in the 5th 
District. For those who haven’t re-
newed, please consider doing that 
now. Your 2015 dues renewal is a 
commitment in our Post’s future. 
We’ve also made strides in recruit-
ing 25 new members and 5 trans-
fers during the past two months. 
 
On August 4, we celebrated the 
Coast Guard’s 225th Birthday. Mike 
Keating, who served in the Coast 
Guard for 24 years, did the honors 
of cutting the birthday cake. We 
thank the canteen customers for 
cheering on our Coasties. 
 
Thanks to “New York” Tom Dermo-
dy for serving up fresh pancakes on 
Aug. 8. As a volunteer, Tom pro-
vides this monthly free service for 
members, guests, and new comers. 
We’ll be moving this pancake break-
fast to the third Saturday of the 
month, to gauge if it’ll get better 
participation. So please note on 
your calendar that the next pancake 
breakfast will fall on Sept. 19,  
9 a.m. to noon. It will be the same 
Saturday as the ALR’s monthly 
meeting. 
 
For those needing VA claims and 
benefits assistance, our newly certi-
fied Service Officer is Bob Schmitt. 
You may contact Bob at his home 
number (904) 249-8858. On Aug. 10, 
Bob and I paid a visit to the Florida 
Veterans Service Office, located at 
the Jacksonville VA Outpatient 
Clinic at 1536 North Jefferson 
Street, phone (904) 475-5860. The 

office is staffed with three full-
time counselors and walk-in ser-
vice is provided Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The most 
important document you need to 
have before heading to the VSO 
office is your DD-214. Please 
contact Bob to review what you 
have before going downtown...it 
may save you an extra trip. 
 
On Aug. 22, 12 of our Legion 
family members toured the USS 
Hue City:  Gary and Marie Es-
ler, Genell Kriner, Ernie and 
Cathy Florig, Charlie King, Rick 
and Patty Miller, Harry and Di-
ana Becker, Barb Fowler, and 
Joyce Ingle. Thanks to Ensign 
Nick Jasman for being our gra-
cious tour guide. Ensign Jasman 
is a Naval Academy graduate 
and hails from South Dakota. 
We also extend our thanks to 
Mary Ellen Bolin for coordinat-
ing this tour! 
 
September is going to be a busy 
month for our Post. Please refer 
to the September calendar for 
dates and times of upcoming 
events.  
 
Next January we are planning 
on jumpstarting the Post’s high 
school oratorical contest. Right 
now, we’re looking for volunteers 
to begin the planning for this 
event. Please contact me if you’d 
like to be a part of this program. 
We’re especially looking for four 
volunteer judges. Having a back-
ground as an attorney or educa-
tor is helpful, but not mandato-
ry. Also, we’ll need volunteer 
scorekeepers, tabulators, and 
escorts.  



S.A.L. Officers 2015-2016 

Commander — Brian Hancher* 
1st Vice — Kenny Pigg* 
2nd Vice — Martin Manley 
3rd Vice — Terry Stickles* 
4th Vice — Phil Munson 
Sgt. Of Arms — A.J. Rodriguez* 
Adjutant — Scott Kapeghian 
Chaplain — Brian Hancher* 
Historian — Rob Nicholson 
*Appointed 

Hi to All! 

The month of August has flown by quick-
ly and at the time of this writing, school 
has started for most children, both in 
elementary and high school. Please pay 
attention in the morning and mid after-
noon when driving. 

I would like to thank Kelly and Gary 
Bush and Judy Moody for their prepara-
tion and help with the Auxiliary dinner 
for August, which was a wonderful Par-
mesan Crusted Pork Chop dish.  

I’m happy to report that the Ladies of 
the Auxiliary donated $500 for this 
year’s Homeless Veterans Stand Down 
which was held on Aug. 13, 14 and 15 at 
the Jacksonville Agricultural Fair-
grounds. The “Stand Down” is a time in 
which combat regiments returning from 
the theater of war were placed in safety 
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Auxiliary News       by Toni Abbott                    

S.A.L. News       by Brian Hancher            

zones. During the Stand Down, troops 
could put down their weapons and con-
centrate on personal matters such as 
sending and receiving correspondence to 
family and friends, taking care of their 
personal hygiene, replenish their bodies 
with nutritional food, and having a 
chance to decompress and not worry 
about their personal safety. The three-
day event consisted of a Veterans Job 
Fair, Veterans Court, and a Homeless 
Veterans Stand Down. Than you to 
those who attended and participated in 
this very important event. 

This month also marked the annual 
American Legion Auxiliary Department 
workshop, which was held Aug. 14-16, 
and was attended by several of our Aux-
iliary members. Information from this 
workshop pertaining to Unit Officers 
and Chairmen will be presented at our  

been working on Steak Bingo, S.A.L. 
dinners on the 2nd Friday of the 
month, and this month’s raffle. There 
is plenty of room for any of you who 
would like to help. Please know that 
we need you! 
 
S.A.L. members are also invited to 
participate in a Habitat project that 
the Riders are sponsoring. Follow the 
Riders’ news for details if you’d like to 
get involved. 
 
Leadership:  You may have noticed 
some new names on your list of offic-
ers. Some of us (myself included) have 
been appointed. We will have a spe-
cial election later this year so that the 
squadron can finish the year with a 
full slate of elected officers. If you are 
interested in serving in a leadership 
role, please let me know. 
 
For God and Country! 
 
Brian 
 
 
 

To the S.A.L. officers and volunteers who 
are already working hard to make this a 
great year, thank you! I need every 
squadron member to consider acting on at 
least one of three things:  membership, 
involvement, and leadership. 
 
Membership:  July brought the begin-
ning of a new Legion year, and dues for 
the 2015-2016 year are now due. Despite 
the raising of State level detachment 
dues (now $8), S.A.L. dues will remain at 
$20 for early bird members, and $25 for 
late renewals. Due for dual members 
have been raised to $8 for early bird re-
newals and $10 afterwards. Dual mem-
bers:  please renew your Legion dues first 
so that at least some of your dues remain 
here at our local Post. If you would like to 
renew your dues next time you stop by 
the canteen, you can put your dues in the 
S.A.L. lock box outside the office. If you 
pay cash, please put the money in the 
envelope with your name on it. With a 
week, Terry or I will check your name 
against the roster and issue your new 
card. We have a box behind the bar with 
cards for members who have already re-
newed. 
 
Involvement:  We have a great core 
group of officers and volunteers that have 

School of Instruction, which will be held 
Sept. 19 at Post 283, with a start time of 
9 a.m.  

Lastly, on Aug. 22, there was a trip for 
those interested members to visit our 
sponsored ship, the USS Hue City. I 
have been told that several attended and 
had a great time. More details regarding 
the trip will be detailed in a later news-
letter article.  

Thank you to everyone for your service 
to our country and to those who provide 
their service to the American Legion as 
a whole. 

Thank you, 

Toni Abbott 

 



 

 

Fellow Legionnaires: 

First, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank everyone who has 
been so great to my wife and I since I 
joined Post 129. We have really en-
joyed our time at the Post. Everyone 
makes you feel welcome.  

On a happier note, I would like to 
thank Commander Ernie Florig for 
asking me to run for the 1st Vice 
Commander position, and I THANK 
EVERYONE for voting and electing 
me. I will do my best for the Post and 
all members. Commander Florig has 
already taught me a lot, which I hope 
will be able to generate new mem-
bers.  

At the present time, we are at 54.7% 
with our first goal coming up in  

Hello Dames: 
 
We had a very good turnout for our 
August Rendezvous and filled all of the 
chairmanships for the Standing Com-
mittees. Thank you to all the Dames 
that stepped up and volunteered! 
 
Our next Rendezvous will be Sept. 10 
at 7 p.m. Please come and see what we 

The 40 & 8 members promenad is Sept. 
10 at 7 p.m.  
 
Regards, 
 
Mike Kocijan 
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Legion News   By Joe Maichle    

Commander’s Corner (continued) 

Cabane and 40 & 8 News         

September. If you haven’t renewed 
your membership, make sure you do 
it soon and don’t wait too long. Annu-
al dues fees will be going up the first 
of the year. You can see myself, Com-
mander Florig, or acting Adjutant 
Danny Rodriguez to renew your 
membership.  

Also, don’t forget about the early bird 
dinner that will be served to all 
members who renew their member-
ship before Nov. 11th. The early bird 
dinner will be Cornish Hens and 
whatever my wife and Terry come up 
with. 

For God and Country, 

New Members 
 
Richard Basilewich - Army - Korea 
Owen Curley - Navy - Panama 
Alejandro Finley - Navy - Panama 
Adrian Garcia - Navy - Panama 
Robert Kurtzke - Navy - Vietnam 
Lee Martin - Navy - Lebanon/Grenada 
Robert Miller - Navy - Gulf 
Travis Thompson - Navy - Lebanon/Grenada 
Justin Vogel - Navy - Gulf 
Victor Waltz - Army - Vietnam 
 

Transfers 
 
James Bell - Navy - Vietnam - From Post 316 
Robert Deptula - Navy - Vietnam - From Post 
316 

have planned for the coming year. 

Sharon Harville 
La Presidente 

 

Finally, we’re looking for volunteers to fill 
the following Post Office vacancies: 3rd 
Vice Commander, 4th Vice Commander, 
and Adjutant. A special election will be 
held at the Sept. 3 business meeting to 
fill the 3rd and 4th Vice Commander va-
cancies. The Adjutant is an appointed 
position. Please call me if you need more 
information about these officer positions. 
 
For God and Country, 
 
Ernie Florig 
Cell: (904) 515-8390 
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 American Legion Riders  by Jim Wineland 

We have a lot going on, and we will be 
reaching out for some help to get every-
thing completed. As I mentioned in my 
last article, our big event is on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 this year. We are scheduling a 
“Roll the Dice Fun Run” to support our 
veterans in need in conjunction with 
Beaches Habitat for Humanity. As you 
can tell, we are taking a little different 
approach in hopes of generating a little 
more interest. The basic change this year 
is the dice run. You get five dice at each 
stop, roll them once, and record the total 
of all five dice. Whoever has accumulated 
the highest number at the end of the run 
receives $250, and the lowest receives 
$50. We are also getting “Big Toot” to add 
an option for those that wish to partici-
pate, but don’t ride.  

Deland and ending in Melbourne. 
State Rally at Punta Gorda is May 13-
15, and a Round Robin Run on Nov. 7. 

As you can see, there is a lot going on. 
It’s going to be an exciting year with 
lots to do. 

Ride Safe! 

Jim 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next meeting meeting will be after 
Labor Day, which means we will have 
four weeks left to pull this off. Come and 
join the fun. 
 
Events already scheduled, 19th Street 
Charities is hosting a Poker Run on Sat-
urday, Sept. 19, starting out from the 
Fleet, Post 129 is the second stop. That is 
also the date of our ALR meeting. Look 
for the time to change here, possibly 
starting at 9:30 a.m. so we can support 
the event. The following Saturday is Post 
283’s Poker Run, followed by our event on 
Oct. 3, which is also our Bike Night. We 
will need help from all to pull this off. 
 
Dates to remember:  Florida In-State 
Legacy Run is April 10-16, starting in  

Hello from your Canteen Staff, 

You are invited to join us for our an-
nual Labor Day Train Crawl on Sun-
day, Sept. 6th! This event is always a 
great time and even more fun when 
we get to go on Big Toot! The train 
will be leaving Post 129 at noon, and 
will make stops down near the Pete’s 
area and the Lynch’s area, then back 
her to Post 129. The cost for the 
event is $20, which includes a com-
memorative T-shirt that must be 
worn the day of the event. Sign up 
for your T-shirt to reserve your spot. 
Space is limited, so sign up today! 

As always, we would like to thank all 
the members that help out around 
the canteen. There are too many of 
you to name, but we hope that you  

 
 

Know how thankful we are for your help. 
This canteen could not run without you! 
 
We are continuing to bring new and excit-
ing events to the Post! If you have any 
ideas or would like to get involved, please 
let us know. We can always use your help! 
 
Let us know your needs, expectations, and 
hopes. We hope to serve you soon! 
 

Canteen Update    By Brandi Roberts 

This April, we will be going into our 3rd year of the American 
Legion Post 129 Nine-Hole Golf League. We play every Satur-
day at Jacksonville Beach Golf Course. The first t-time is 11:15 
a.m. If you are playing, you should be at the course by 10:45 
a.m. When you register to play, you will receive a reminder 
each Monday asking if you will be playing. The format is 9-
hole Captain’s Choice. Join today, have fun.  

Saturday Golf League 
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The Beaches Honor Guard   by John Poe 

The Beaches Honor Guard was founded in 
June 1981 by Phillip Ness and nine other 
members of VFW Post 3270. The U.S. 
Government had decided to no longer pro-
vide active duty troops to perform FULL 
honors for veteran burials, and the Guard 
was formed to fill that need. First services 
were conducted out of a donated travel 
caravan and no fees were requested. All 
participants provided their own uniforms 
and military attachments. After the first 
service, they were given a donation of $10 
to help “defray the cost of the gas to get 
there”. By 1983, they were performing 
around 25 services a year for their fallen 
brethren. 
 
In 1985, the Beaches Honor Guard be-
came incorporated and became a not-for-
profit organization under the auspices of 
the VFW. Since then, they have grown to 
a number of around 15 active members 
and perform around 65 to 80 services a 
year in the Jacksonville Beaches and sur-
rounding areas. They also began a service 
that includes Flag Etiquette courses for 
the local elementary schools and any other 
civic groups who wish their instruction.  
 
In 1987, the City of Jacksonville Beach 
invited them to lead their “Beaches Open-
ing Day Parade” and ever since, the BHG 
has proudly carried the Colors and Mili-
tary Services flags at the head of each 
parade. 
 
When the Jacksonville National Veterans 
Cemetery was first announced as being a 
reality, the Beaches Honor Guard was the 
only Veterans group asked to be in attend-
ance at every one of the planning sessions 
held prior to ground breaking. They have 
since been asked to perform services at 
the JNVC in the form of Full Military  

Honors, as well as providing a rifle 
squad in support of active duty person-
nel when requested to do so by the fam-
ily of the deceased or by request of the 
military personnel when a military rifle 
squad is not available to do so. 
 
The BHG has also been in full attend-
ance for the dedication of all 13 of the 
Fallen Heroes Memorial Services held 
at the local high schools honoring the 
alumni of that school who were killed in 
action defending our nation. Also, the 
BHG has had the privilege to provide 
rifles for the “Missing in America” pro-
gram held two or three times a year at 
the JNVC during the interment of the 
unclaimed ashes of veterans found in 
area funeral homes. The current Bugler 
has sounded Taps at the annual 
“Wreaths Across America” ceremony at 
JNVC for the past five years. 
 
The BHG has never charged for any 
service they have provided and never 
plan to do so in the future. All members 
are veterans of one of the branches of 
the U.S. military and volunteer their 
time and talents as often as they are 
able to do so. The BHG has grown in 
appreciation with the community and, 
as such, has been able to provide full 
uniforms (sans military insignia and 
medals, etc.) for each of its members 
and has been able, through various 
fundraisers and generous community 
donations, to purchase a 14-passenger 
bus capable of getting the troops and 
equipment to and from each and every 
service. 
 
Over the years, the BHG has seen 
many members come and go, some by 
having to leave due to health or moving  

from the area, and, sadly, some by hav-
ing services provided by the BHG in 
their honor. The motto proudly dis-
played and upheld by the virtue of each 
and every member is, “Dedicated to the 
Last Roll Call.”  
 
From January to July 2015, the Beaches 
Honor Guard has participated in 20 fu-
nerals, four memorial dedications 
(including the Four Chaplains Memorial 
at Post 129), and three Colors presenta-
tions. Time is taking its toll, however. At 
this point, we are down to about 10 ac-
tive and semi-active members who have 
been called upon to conduct these ser-
vices. Most members are retirees, but 
some are still working, which limits 
their participation. 
 
We are in need of new members so that 
we may continue to provide these ser-
vices to our fallen comrades and to the 
public. The only requirements are being 
a veteran of any of the Armed Services, 
and a desire to honor our veterans. We 
provide the three volleys using M-1 Gar-
ands modified for blank cartridges. The 
bugler has several instruments he uses 
(including two used by his predecessors), 
and, when conducting the Colors fold 
and presentation, a Roll Call and 
speech. 
 
For further information, please contact 
Joe Poe, secretary, at (904) 294-4949. 
 
 
 

Commander................Ernie Florig                                             
1st Vice…………....….Joe Maichle                           
2nd Vice………….…...Terry Stickles                        
3rd Vice………….……Vacant                               
4th Vice……….………Vacant                       
Sgt at Arms…………..Kevin Robbs                                                                                                
Finance……….……….Bob Schlatter                       
Chaplain…………..….Brian Hancher   
Adjutant………………Dave Tarnowski 
Judge Advocate……...Dennis McDowell 
Service Officer……….Bob Schmitt 
Historian…………….. Kelly Rice 

Auxiliary President  
Toni Abbott                                              

Commander-S.A.L.   
Brian Hancher 

    Director-Legion Riders 
Jim Wineland                   

Chef De Gare 40 & 8    
Michael Kocijan                                           

La Presidente, Cabane 215                  
Sharon Harville                                     

 

                             Officers for 2015—2016       
E-Board Members       House Committee               
 
Linda Barefoot                Jerry Brandt                    
Bob Daigle, Sr.                Stephanie Cain 
Jeff Durden                    Kathy Jewell 
Lee Fair                          Rob Nicholson 
Chuck Nist         John Quimby                       
          Frank Redmond 
          Bill Wilson 
                                                                                                
                                                                             



Diamond Level, $100+                                                                                                                  
Bob Schlatter  (11/15)                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
In Memory of George A. Campbell (1/15)      
In Memory of James M. Chilton (1/15)         
In Memory of Arlene G. Chilton (1/15)                                        
…………………………………………………………..                                     
Platinum Level, $100                                                                                                                                                    
In Memory of Cindy Burroughs (7/15)                                                                                                                                                        
…………………………………………………...                                                             
Gold Level, $50                                                                                                           
Chuck & Sue Nist (4/16)                                                                                                                                                                
Charlie Parker (9/15)                                    
Bill Garrett (6/16)                                         
Rush K Abry (2/15)                             
………………………………………………… 
Silver Level, $25                                                                                                   
In Memory of Brad & Gerry Terrell (12/15)                                          
Sterling & Linda Phaklides (6/15)                                   
In Memory of Kim White (10/16)                                                                                                                                                                                                        
P-Nut & Liz Wilson (11/15)                         
C.M. Walker (10/15)                                      
Jack & Ethel (2/15)                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Louise Taylor Braren (2/15)                              
Franklin Friers (3/15)  
Paul “Shorts” Urff (8/15)   
Frank and Joan Baagoe (3/16)  
Sally & Pearse Doherty  
In Memory of Skip Hilliker (6/16)                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Bronze Level, $10                                                                                                                                                     
Estelle Mellon (9/15)                                                                                                                                               
Maddy Chitko (2/16)                                                                                                                                               
Richard & Jo Ann Scoggins (4/19)                                                                   
Robert Gomez (1/16)                                                                                                                                               
Russell & Mary Lou Jones (9/15)                                                                                                                           
John & Gloria Molisani (8/17)                                                                                                                                
Thomas Selig (7/16) 
Pete Riebesehl (9/15) MIA Henry Koch  
William and Fannie Bivens (2/16) 
In Memory of John C. Ford (5/17) 
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